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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MAY 26, 2009
CONTACT:  CHAD COOPER
Gonzalez walkoff blast wins it for Windy City
Tony Gonzalez clocked a solo homer leading off the bottom of the ninth, lifting the Windy City ThunderBolts to a 7-6 victory over the Lake Erie Crushers in front of 3,097 screaming fans at Standard Bank Stadium. 

The ThunderBolts jumped out on the board early in the contest as they scored three runs in the bottom of the first inning thanks to a leadoff single by Gilberto Mejia. Mejia then moved to second on a wild pitch and promptly stole third. Guillermo Martinez came up and singled home Mejia for a 1-0 Windy City lead. Martinez then stole second himself and was driven home on a Mike Sullivan double. Sullivan took third on a Bryan Cook groundout and came home on a passed ball for a 3-0 Windy City lead.
The game would stay that way until the fourth inning when the Crushers put up a run on a Gordon Gronkowski double. Lake Erie would plate single runs in the fifth and sixth to draw even. 

Windy City went back up by two in the bottom of the sixth inning when with Damian Walcott pinch running at first base, J. T. Restko ripped a double into leftfield. Tim Binkoski started a perfect relay to the plate, but Walcott barreled over Nick Maragas, preventing him from catching the ball cleanly, scoring in the process to give the Bolts a 4-3 advantage. Restko would come around to score later in the inning on a Tony Gonzalez groundout to make it 5-3. The ThunderBolts would get a solo homer in the eighth inning from Mike Sullivan to give them what seemed to be a comfortable 6-3 lead.

It all seemed to unravel in the top of the ninth; however, as normally sharp Brandon Garner struggled to find the strike zone. With the bases loaded for Lake Erie and one out, an error on Nate hall allowed a run to score and make it 6-4. The bases were still loaded when Jodem Rivera came up for the Crushers and singled to left, scoring a pair of runs to tie the game at 6-6. Matt Jernstad was called on from the bullpen and recorded the final two outs to preserve the tie. 

Things didn’t stay deadlocked for long though, as Gonzalez ripped the second pitch of the bottom of the ninth inning over the left-centerfield fence to give Windy City the walkoff win. 

Jernstad (1-0) picked up the win for the ThunderBolts while Cristobal Mata took the loss for Lake Erie. 
The ThunderBolts play a second school day with an 11:05 a.m. start time on Wednesday. Stephen Flake (0-0, 0.00) will start for Windy City against Paul Fagan (1-0, 1.80) for the Crushers. For information or tickets, call 708-489-BALL stop by the Standard Bank Stadium ticket office or go to the team’s website at www.wcthunderbolts.com. You can also download the ThunderBolts daily podcast by going to the team’s website and clicking on Multimedia/mp3 in the Fan Zone drop down.
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